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Feast of Creation Sunday Liturgy Guide

The following guide is a sample of how to incorporate the Season of Creation into your parish Sunday Liturgy.  It can be adapted for use on Sundays during the Season of Creation from September 01st to October 04th.

Ideas for the Liturgy
On a designated Sunday consider holding your mass outdoors in the sacred “Cathedral of Creation”.   You might like to consider a site of environmental significance. If it is a place of great natural beauty, it presents an opportunity to give thanks to God and most importantly to protect the site.
Where the liturgy takes place indoors consider decorating your church with an artistic “Creation Scene”, symbolizing God’s creation of the world, as an opportunity to teach about this important theme.  
Please see Season of Creation 2024 Celebration Guide for more ideas.



Order of the Mass and Liturgy Plan for Feast of Creation 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time[image: A circle with many hands around a plant  Description automatically generated]


Opening Hymn; (Choose from the suggested list in Appendix 1)
The Introductory Rites

Celebrant: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And with your spirit.

‘To Hope and Act with Creation’ Procession 
The following narration can be used during the Introductory Rite to celebrate the Feast of Creation.  The procession requires a narrator (this may be the weekly reader or celebrant) and volunteers to carry the representative items. As the items are brought forth, they can be placed on a table to make a ‘creation scene’.

Narrator: This weekend we celebrate the season of creation.  The theme chosen for this years season of creation is “To Hope and Act with Creation”.  This theme emphasizes that Creation is not just an object that has been created for human use, but rather a subject that we are called to relate to and collaborate with as fellow creatures.   As we begin our mass today we bring forth items which represent the Season of Creation. 

Our first item is a planted a seed and jug of water.  These remind us of the hope we need to keep patient to nurture our plans and actions for creation.   (You may wish to bring up additional items i.e. a selection of natural items to represent the diverse harvests of the local land)

We now bring up a crucifix - showing us the interdependence between our faith, nature, and mankind and how through the resurrection we know that Life overcomes all things.

We now bring up a candle to show that there is light.  We are always called to see and act in the way of the light of Jesus, in this way, to care for God’s gift of Creation. 

We now bring up a globe.  The globe signifies the collective action and helps remind us that we as a parish are working in partnership with our entire Christian community worldwide to care for our common home and together, we can make a difference.

Next, we bring forward a Statue of St Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology, who is our role model, our guide, our inspiration, and the one we pray to when we need strength and motivation to do the right thing for creation.  He is a constant reminder that each decision we make and each small thing we do contributes to the renewal of the earth and how care for creation is central to our faith.  His feast day is the final day of the Season of Creation which is October 04th.

We finally bring up ‘Laudato Si’ (or an excerpt), Pope Francis encyclical on ‘care for our common home’ and a bunch of local wildflowers.  Both remind us of the beauty of creation, our responsibility to creation, and how our faith and creation are inextricably linked.


The Penitential Act
The Confiteor
or
Penitential Act
Eternal God, the whole world is full of your glory.
We bear forth the anguish of Creation in the time of the climate crisis to you.
In your grace, grant us the opportunity to do good, as your created co-creators.
Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy.

Make us sensitive to the suffering of humankind and the entire creation.
Strengthen us in our endeavours to create a life of dignity,
in justice, and solidarity with those who live and will live.
Christ have mercy.  Christ have mercy.

Holy Spirit, power of courage and self-control, you speak to our consciences.
Comfort us when we suffer and are plagued by anxiety.
Make us worry when we are numb in the calmness of complacency.
Re-create us to become what we are: one humanity under the same sky.
Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy.
Gloria

Opening Prayer: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy						4: 1-2, 6-8
Moses said to the people: ‘Now, Israel, take notice of the Laws and customs that I teach you today, and observe them, that you may have life and may enter and take possession of the land that the Lord the God of your fathers is giving you.  You must add nothing to what I command you, and take nothing from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord Your God just as I lay them down for you.  
Keep them observe them, and they will demonstrate to the peoples your wisdom and understanding.  When they come to know of all these laws they will exclaim, “No other people is as wise and prudent as this great nation.” And indeed, what great nation is there that has its gods so near as the Lord our God is to us whenever we call to him?  And what great nation is there that has its laws and customs to match this whole Law that I put before you today?’
The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm 					       	     Ps 15: 2-3, 3-4, 4-5
R. The just will live in the presence of the Lord
1. Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?
He who walks without fault;
he who acts with justice
and speaks the truth from his heart. R. 

2. He who does no wrong with his brother,
who casts no slur on his neighbour,
who holds the godless in disdain,
but honours those who fear the Lord. R. 

3. He who keeps his pledge, come what may;
who takes no interest on a loan
and accepts no bribes against the innocent
Such a man will stand firm for ever. R. 

Second Reading
A reading from the letter of St James				             1:17-18. 21-22. 27
It is all that is good, everything that is perfect, which is given us from above; it comes down from the Father of all light; with him there is no such thing as alteration, no shadow of change.  By his won choice he made us his children by the message of the truth so that we should be a sort of first-fruits of all that he created.
Accept and submit to the word which has been planted in you and and save your souls.  But you must do wat the word tells you, and not just listen to it and deceive yourselves.
Pure unspoilt religion in the eyes of God our Father is this: coming to the help of orphans and widows when they need it and keeping oneself uncontaminated by the World.
The Word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
By his own choice the Father made us his children 
by the message of the truth, 
so that we should be a sort of first-fruits 
of all that he created.
Alleluia!

Gospel 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 		            7:1-8, 14-15,21-23
The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, and they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with unclean hands, that is, without washing them.  For the Pharisees, and the Jews in general, follow the tradition of the elders and never eat without washing their arms as far as the elbow; and on returning from the marketplace they never eat without first sprinkling themselves.  There are also many other observances which have been handed down to them concerning the washing of cups and pots and bronze dishes. So these Pharisees and scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not respect the tradition of the elders but eat their food with unclean hands?’ He answered, ‘It is you hypocrites that Issiah so rightly prophesied in this passage of scripture:
	This people honours me only with lip-service,
	while their hearts are far from me.
	The worship they offer is worthless,
the doctrines they teach are only human regulations.
He called the people to him again and said, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand.  Nothing that goes into a man from outside can make him unclean; it is the things that come out of a man that make him unclean.  For it is from within, from men’s hearts, that evil intentions emerge; fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, pride, folly.  All these evil things come from within and make a man unclean.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

Homily 
The homily may include references to the Feast of Creation and the mystery of God as Creator.  The season of creation celebration guide 2024 pgs. 13-15 presents the theological foundations for this year’s theme and symbol.  

Prayers of the Faithful  
Celebrant: As the Lord assures his people of his nearness whenever they call to him, we bring our prayers before him.  
1. On this ‘Word Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation’, may we listen to the cry of the Earth, the victims of environmental disasters and climate crisis, and make a personal commitment to care for the world we inhabit.  Lord, hear us.

2. We pray for the grace to encounter Christ: may we recognise Christ in each person that we meet and show them dignity, respect, care and compassion.  Lord, hear us.

3. For those who create our ‘laws’ and ‘customs’ and those charged with responsibility to uphold them; may they bring harmony and stability to society and promote the common good.  Lord, hear us. 

4. For our parish community: that we may humbly and faithfully embrace God’s word to care for the needy and those less fortunate than ourselves ‘when they need it’.  Lord, hear us.

5. For all Christians, that we will be strengthened in our commitment to deny ourselves, take up our crosses and live lives of true discipleship.  Lord, hear us.

6. For all who are sick and suffering, may they know Christ’s healing love.  Lord, hear us.

7. For all who have died; that they may experience the first-fruits of all that he created’.  Lord, hear us.
Celebrant:  Heavenly Father, we ask you to hear our prayers, that our lives may always be guided by your Spirit for you have the message of eternal life.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
Offertory Procession: (Choose from the suggested list in Appendix 1)
Suggested Preface: Preface V of the Sundays in Ordinary Time.
The Eucharistic Prayer: Suggested Eucharistic Prayer IV.

The Communion Rite
Communion Hymns (choose from the suggested list in Appendix 1)
Communion Reflection 

Prayer for Doing the Right Thing – Based on Psalm 15
I hear you calling me my Lord.
How can I respond to your invitation?
Help me do the right thing.

You have given me a conscience
So that I can know what is right and wrong.
Please give me the strength to follow it.

You have given me words.
Let them be words of truth.
Words which harm do not reflect your love.

You have given me friends who do what is right.
They help me stay faithful to you.
I am grateful for them.

You have given me so many blessings.
Help me be generous with my gifts
And use them for the common good.

You give me courage.
Knowing you are close by
Helps me do the right thing.  AMEN

Prayer after Communion 
Renewed by this bread from the heavenly table,
we beseech you, Lord,
that, being the food of charity,
it may confirm in our hearts 								
and stir us to serve you in our neighbour.
Through Christ our Lord.

The Concluding Rites
Final Hymn (Choose from the suggested list in Appendix 1)
Appendix 1: Suggested Hymns for Season of Creation 
The following is a list of traditional and contemporary hymns for the season of creation.
1. All Creatures of Our God and King 
Version 1 Don Moen / Joel Claws
Version 2 Traditional London Philharmonic Choir
Version 3 Lifeway Worship
Version 4 GroupMusic

2. ‘All things bright and beautiful’
Version 1 Sound of Worship or Worship Team
Version 2 St Michaels Singers

3. ‘All things Bright and Beautiful’
Version 2 John Rutter

4. For the Beauty of the Earth 
Version 1 Reawaken Hymns or Nathan Drake
Version 2 John Rutter & the Cambridge Choir
Version 3 St Philips Boys Choir

5. He’s got the whole world in his hands

6. Let all Things Now Living 
Version 1 Lifeway worship
Version 2 Craig Duncan Instrumental
Version 3 OPC Session Choir

7. Messiah / You’re Beautiful
Version 1 Phil Wickham

8. Your Indescribable 
Version 1 Chris Tomlin

9. Creation Sings the Fathers Song
Version 1 Keith and Kristyn Getty

10. So will I (100 times)
Version 1 Hillsong Worship

11. Climate Vigil Album
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